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Upcoming Events
School Office Opens
8:30am-3:30pm

August 12 thru August 28
Building Professional Development 
for Staff

August 31
Supply Distribution
11:30-1:30
4:00-6:00

September 1, 2, 3
Listen and Learning Conferences 

Greetings Families…..

Thank you for your patience and resilience during this unusual 
time. I have received several emails filled with thoughtfulness and 
hope that we will see each other soon. The thought of seeing 
Hillcrest full of smiling children and its caring staff is what 
motivates me daily. Though I know that this will not be possible for 
the first six weeks, I am anxiously waiting for that day that we will 
be together again. Until then, I am excited to share with you an 
online learning experience that you will be proud of. With this 
newsletter, we hope to provide information to insure the start of 
the year will be great. I look forward to beginning our remote 
learning with you and your student. I cannot wait to get started!

Mrs. Sarah Kruse

~ Go Hillcrest Hawks~

Enrollment Information
The office staff will be available Monday thru Friday from 
9:00-11:30am, 12:30-3:00pm to collect final enrollment documents 
for Kindergartners and new students.  Please make sure you 
bring the following:

● Immunizations and Physical forms (Kindergarten, New 
students)

● Birth Certificate
● Proof of Residence (Must be a current gas, electric, or water bill, 

a lease agreement or contract on a recently purchased home, or your 
motor vehicle registration) 

If you are unable to stop by school, please email Beth Hoinoski 
at elizabeth.hoinoski@usd497.org

“Where the World Goes to School!”
Hillcrest is a community working 
together to provide a challenging 

meaningful education for all children, 
in a safe and stimulating environment, 

where diversity is welcomed and 
learning is celebrated.

School Hours
8:45am-4:00pm

Wednesday
8:45am-2:20pm

Phone-785.832.5720 
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Free and Reduced Lunches
Even though school looks a little 

different this year, the Lawrence 
School District will still be offering 

breakfast and lunch for our 
students. Students will need to fill 
out the Free and Reduced Form to 

continue receiving this service. 
Please go to: 

https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistri
ct

Paper copies of the Applications will be available 
at request only by contacting the food services 

office at 110 McDonald Drive, Lawrence, KS 
66044-1063 or by phoning 785-832-5000. 

The Hillcrest Handbook can be found on the 
Hillcrest Website.  We do not plan to send hard 
copies of our handbook home this year, but you 
may request a paper copy from the office if you 

would like one.

Hillcrest Handbook Link: 
https://www.usd497.org/site/default.aspx?Do

mainID=5729

Hillcrest Student 
& 

Parent Handbook

https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
https://www.usd497.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=5729
https://www.usd497.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=5729


Listening and Learning Conferences
Due to the the district policy of distance learning for the 
first six weeks, we will not be able to conduct Early Visits 
this year. However, we would like to introduce Listening and 
Learning Conferences.We will be having conferences virtually 
or by phone September 1, 2, and 3.  Our goal is to have a 20 
minute visit with parents to focus on getting to know your 
child and family.  The visit is an opportunity for you to 
share information about your child as well as aspirations 
you have for them during this year. The teachers will be 
contacting you via email or by phone to schedule your 
conference.

Hillcrest Welcomes New Staff & Says Goodbye to Others
As Hillcrest’s enrollment continues to grow, we are pleased to welcome 
several new staff members to Hillcrest for the 2020-2021 school year.

New Staff
● Sarah Kruse is the new Hillcrest Principal. She came from a 

KCMO charter school were she has spent over 10 years. 
● Shelby Miller will be teaching 1st grade, she was a long term 

sub for Hillcrest for the first semester of the 2019-2020 school 
year.

● Merrylinn Coggeshall will be teaching 2nd grade, she is moving 
back to Lawrence from Chicago, IL. She has been teaching and 
tutoring for many years.

● Shelby Ides has come from Prairie Park Elementary and will be 
teaching 4th grade for the second year.

● Tiffany Sanders has recently graduated from Emporia State 
University and will be teaching 5th grade.

● Jennifer Vossman is teaching Kindergarten, she joined the 
Hillcrest team from Olathe where she has been teaching for the 
last two years.

● Cara McNorton has been in the district for the last 9 years. She 
is coming from Quail Run and is our new Learning Coach for 
Hillcrest.

● Hannah Walters is new to the district and will be teaching 5th 
grade.  

● Brandy Nolan is our 2nd/3rd grade resource teacher. She has 
been in the district for the last 8 years and recently graduated 
from Fort Hayes with her teaching degree.

We say goodbye to…
● Jessica Brown will remain in the district, but will continue on her 

journey at Sunflower Elementary.
● Darline Soto will remain in the district as a ESL teacher at Billy 

Mills Middle School
● Leticia Gonzalez who has accepted a position at Southwest 

Middle School as a Spanish teacher.
● Kendal Spangler has decided to focus on her little daughter and 

soon to be baby in the coming year.
● Kim Krannawitter has resigned from her administrative assistant 

position 
● Donna Hrenchir has decided to retire after two years with 

Hillcrest and several years in the district.
● Jamie Baggett will remain in the district, but has decided to 

transfer to Deerfield.
● Brenda Gonzalez has relocated with her family to Utah
● Nancy Julo, our learning coach, has taken a principal position at 

an elementary school on Olathe.

Staff Moving Grade Levels and/or Positions at Hillcrest
● Abby Yemm is moving from 1st grade to ESL
● Claire Elliot is moving from 4th grade to 2nd grade
● Emma Sudbeck is moving from ESL to 1st grade
● Amanda Barclay is moving from 4th grade to part-time Title
● Megan Stahl is moving from 5th grade to ESL

School Supplies
We know that this school year is not what we 
thought it would be and Hillcrest would like to 
show support for our families in a time of 
uncertainty. With the help from our Family 
Engagement Committee, Hillcrest is 
purchasing all of the school supplies for the 
2020-2021 school year. We are creating kits 
full of everything your student will need, 
including IPads for Kindergarten students. We 
will be distributing all supplies for remote 
learning on August 31st from 11:30-1:30 and 
4:00-6:00 

Hi Hillcrest Hawks!
I am excited for a new school year and 
ready to get the food pantry open again 
for our school families. Starting 08/24/20, 
I will have the food pantry available for 
every school day from 11:30-12:30 in the 
back circle driveway. If you or someone 
you know would like to access the food 
pantry, but are unable due to timing or 
transportation, please feel free to email 
me at shannon.berquist@usd497.org. I 
will do my best to accommodate your 
family’s food needs. 

Mrs. Shannon Berquist

mailto:shannon.berquist@usd497.org


Master Schedule for Distance Learning 
Hillcrest teachers understand that planning can be difficult when parents are working with several 
grade-leveled students in the home. The Hillcrest Team has put together a tentative schedule that 
allows morning recess, lunch, and afternoon recess time to be at the same across all grade levels. 
Please know, that this is a tentative schedule and may change due to district guidelines.

Parent Master Schedule 2020-2021

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

Minutes K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

20 Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting Morning Meeting

90

ELA Block ELA Block ELA Block ELA Block ELA Block ELA Block

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Specials - 

15

9:05

Plan

Specials - 

30

10 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess

90

Math Block Math Block Math Block Science/SS

Specials - 

15

10:45

Plan

ELA Small Group/

Independent

Specials - 

30

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Writing 15 min

Specials - 

15

11:35

Plan

Science/SS Science/SS
Specials - 

30 Writing 15 min Writing 15 min

30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

45

Specials - 

15

12:45

Plan

Writing Science/SS Math Block Math Block Math Block
Specials - 

30
PBL/Science/SS Writing

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent

Small Group/

Independent
30 Writing

Specials - 

15

1:45

Plan PBL30 Science/SS

Specials - 

30 Writing 15 min Writing 15 min Writing 15 min

30 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess

60 PBL Purposeful Play

Specials - 

15

3:00

Plan PBL PBL PBL

Specials - 

30

For more information from the district
Together Again:Fall 2020 Planning Task Force 
https://www.usd497.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=12645

https://www.usd497.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=12645

